St. Augustine Episcopal Church

Rev. Meredyth Albright
northwoodsanglican@gmail.com
715-420-0066 (church); 262-309-3880 (cell);
715-420-0672 (home)

April, 2025

Dear St. Augustine’s family:

I may have shared this story, but it’s too good not to repeat.

It was my first year as a priest. | was serving as interim at Trinity, Oshkosh; and
it was the Easter Vigil Service.

We got to the part of the service where baptismal vows are repeated and | used
the aspergillum to bless people with water. The aspergillum is an instrument for
sprinkling holy water.

| raised my arm, started to bring it down to sprinkle the water on the people in
the first few pews, when the head of the aspergillum flew off and landed at the feet
of a parishioner.

| was horrified, and for a long time after, including most of the time now, | use
a cedar or arbor vitae branch. It’s natural, and I don’t have to worry about hitting
someone with a clump of metal.

If I happen to use the aspergillum this Easter season, | suggest you cover and
“duck!”

When | think about this incident, I think about how much it encompasses my
entire Lenten journey. A “glitch” in my reflective period. I can have a few good
days with my readings and journaling, and feel pretty good about what I’'m
learning, and more importantly, learning about myself. Then all of a sudden,

there’s a day when I read something that gets me reflecting deeply and | start to
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think about how much more work | have to do to become closer to the child of

God, that I would like to be. Those days can be called “bad aspergillum” days.
Then comes Easter and we’re baptized with new water, guided by new life and

receive the gift of Jesus in our lives. That would be a “good aspergillum” day.

Blessings on your Lenten journey.

Faithfully,

Meredyth+

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday: April 13: 9 a.m. Blessing and procession of the Palms
Maundy Thursday: April 17: 7 p.m. Eucharist and foot washing
Good Friday: April 18: noon, followed by stations of the cross
Holy Saturday: April 19: 8:15 p.m. service. We will process to Nativity parking lot and
light the fire of new life, with the Nativity parish. We will then return to St. Augustine’s

Easter Sunday: April 20: 9 a.m. Eucharist

Correct church mailing address
If you are mailing items to the church, please use our P.O. Box 771 address.
Previously, if mail was addressed to our street address, it was generally put in our
Post Office box. That’s not the case anymore. The mail addressed to the church is
delivered to the rectory. Yes, | can bring it to the church, my concern is that it will
get mixed up with my mail and get misdirected. Thanks for changing your routine.
(M+)



ECW News
by Barb Hagen

We are now busy getting ready for the spring craft and bake sale. It will be April
5% from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm in the guild hall. We will have some other vendors
with us, as well. Mother Merdyth will have her world-famous carrot soup and
Judy Slowiak will take orders for lamb cakes, and we will have many other lovely

spring craft items for sale. Sign-up sheets are at the back of the church (of course!)

Next ECW meeting is April 8" at noon. Please join us for the sale and the meeting.

A bit of humor
Did you hear about the ECW members returning from their meeting?
Tragically enough, their bus overturned and rolled down a steep embankment,

Killing them all.

At the pearly gates, an embarrassed St. Peter explained that Heaven was full
and he’d have to put them up (down) in Hades until the new subdivision was
completed. Three weeks later, a frantic Satan called Peters, begging that he take

the women back!
“But, I’'m still having housing troubles” replied St. Peter.

“Troubles!” roared Satan, “You don’t know what trouble is! What with their
bake sales, craft bazaars, and Valentine’s dinners, do you know these blessed

women are only $30 short of air conditioning this place?”

(modified from a story in the Cassian Volunteer Fire Department Helping Hands

Aucxiliary cookbook — Our Kitchen Treasures Volume 1)



SUNDAY : Worship 9 a.m.
The Meeting ID: 812 8610 0297. Passcode: 94205

To connect through video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/{/84626513503?pwd=TTVoVWxXmbEXJMGZVUNhCYWNCSnhxQT0
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To connect by telephone:1-312-626-6799.

Office Hours

Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Mother Meredyth is in the office during the office hours, on Monday, as well as additional times.

If you are planning to stop in to see her, please call first to make sure she is available.
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