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Hello St. Augustine’s family;

Our assignment of naming five Bible characters we would want to be stranded with
on a deserted island (Jesus was already there), ended up being a lot more insightful,

thought-provoking and fun than I had imagined.

I think we all learned that it was not just “another one of Mother Meredyth’s ideas.”
Several of you commented early on how it was difficult to choose just five. Another few
of you said “I don’t know five Bible characters.” You soon found out you did know many

more than five.

There were some answers with a bit of a humorous tone — Peter because we’ll need to

eat; Martha because someone will need to cook, etc.; Luke because we’ll need a doctor.

Then there were the serious ones, which I am not going to share here, because they
are rather personal to the individuals who wrote them. Those comments may be used by

me, for background at some point in a sermon where appropriate.

The serious comments reminded me, as your priest/pastor, that we all have and had
lives outside of church and they weren’t necessarily so peachy. And unfortunately for

some, life inside the church wasn’t so wonderful, either. I believe we learned that our
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backgrounds helped shape us and that with God’s love and direction we can each work

toward being the kind of person we want to be.

As your priest, | generally see you in your church environment, helping others,
planning for others, doing for others, praying, singing and listening. What I may not see
are those hours when your mind is distracted; when you’re thinking about family conflict,
when you worry about paying property taxes, when you painfully miss your deceased
spouse, when you feel left out. Those less than happy points are all a part of who we are,

and help shape and form who we have become.

Reading the soul-baring honesty shared by some of you while explaining your
selection of who you would like on your deserted island, offered me an insight that made
me feel blessed to be a part of your spiritual family. Even though I don’t know who wrote
most of the comments, I still have an insight and empathy for all of us, with a renewed
sensitivity to some issues. Insight and empathy are helpful tools to have when it comes to

following Jesus.

When I offered this “assignment” in mid-June, I had no expectations. I didn’t know or
even think about how you would react, how you would answer and how much thought

would go into your selections.
I thank you all for being serious, thoughtful and participatory in this exercise.
I am blessed.

Meredyth+

P.S. When I gave you the assignment, I said my five choices would be Ruth, the Woman
at the Well, Peter, John the Baptist and Elizabeth. Since then, I realized that I didn’t have

Simon of Cyrene on my list of “island five.” He is someone I am so curious about. But



little is known about him. Perhaps I will have to find time to write a docu-drama about

him and his life, and what it was like to carry the cross on which Jesus would be hung.

Bishop Matt visits

Bishop Matt Gunter, VIII bishop of the Diocese of Wisconsin, will visit us on

Sunday, August 10. He will preach and celebrate mass.

During his visit he will confirm Jake Quisenberry; and receive Amy Laxton, Donna
Polarski, and Judy and Larry Slowiak into the Episcopal Church. ECW will provide the

coffee hour/lunch.

Cash in the collection plate that day will be given to Bishop Matt for his discretionary
fund.

Helping Clara

We are once again taking a collection to help pay private school tuition for Clara
Htaw, a five-year-old-girl who lives in Myanmar (Burma). The conditions are not safe for
girls to attend the public military-operated schools, and because of the civil war in

Myanmar, money flow is very slow and interrupted.

Tuition is $1,000 a year, plus $300 for books and other learning materials, and

uniforms.
There will be collection envelopes available on Sundays, August 17 and 24.

Clara’s father, Rev. Dr. Moses Htaw is a friend, and seminary classmate of Mother

Meredyth’s. He is dean of a seminary and a parish priest in Myanmar.



Veterans Dinner planning

Please join us August 24" at 10:30-ish for our first meeting for planning the 2025
Veterans Dinner. We will be setting the date and talking about ideas for the guest

speaker. If you have questions, please contact Barb Hagen.

ECW (Episcopal Church Women) News and events:

If you would like to order a St. Augustine’s t-shirt, crewneck sweatshirt, or hoodie,
there is a pink sign-up sheet in the guild hall. Prices will vary depending on how many

we order.

ECW is hosting coffee hour on August 10" for the Bishop’s visit. No sign-up sheet,

just bring whatever you feel like.

The next ECW meeting is August 11™ at noon in the guild hall. It will either be a

potluck or we will eat leftovers from coffee hour on the 10%,

September 6 — Farmer’s Market craft and bake sale. Watch for a sign-up sheet later

in August.

Cookbooks are available for sale in the guild hall. Cost is $5. There are a few St.
Augustine’s items for sale as well — one sweatshirt, a dish towel and tote bag. All items

are on the table at the back by the window.

We have the opportunity again to make scarves for the Christmas at Sea for the

Seamen's institute. More info and patterns are on their website - Patterns & Publications

- Seamen's Church Institute. Mother Meredyth and our convention delegates will take

them to diocesan convention in October.


https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
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Z0O0OM LINK

To connect to 9 a.m. Sunday services through video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/;/87650467135?2pwd=1CW4wr0z4J1pCyf2vyrsid6¢ctfXZcHbH.1

To connect by telephone: 312-626-6799

Meeting ID: 876 5046 7135

Passcode: 354817

Office Hours
Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Mother Meredyth is generally in the office during the office hours, on Monday, as
well as additional times. If you are planning to stop in to see her, please call first to make

sure she is available.
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