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January, 2026 

Dear St. Augustine’s Family, 

     One of the aspects I like about Epiphany and its meaning is the concept of the journey. As we 

know, the Christmas story has many folks and critters arriving to greet Jesus on the night He is 

born. There are the shepherds, the sheep, the angels, the donkeys, the cows, and of course Mary 

and Joseph.  

      Then, there are the Wisemen. With titles such as that, one would think that they would have 

been first on the scene. But they weren’t.  

     According to scripture, to reach Jesus at his birthplace, the Three Kings journeyed for twelve 

days.  I believe this journey to be very symbolic. So many scriptures are full of symbolism, so 

why not this scenario? 

      The Wisemen were on a journey to find the Christ child. Their story plays out much like our 

own. Many of us are on a journey, or have been on a journey, to find Jesus within our own lives. 

It doesn’t happen overnight.  

     We may know about Jesus, and believe in Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit; but that’s not the 

same as really letting Jesus into our lives. That can be a scary thing to do. It requires us to be 

open and honest with ourselves. For some of us, following Jesus is not easy.  We’re not always 

St. Augustine Episcopal Church 
Rev. Meredyth Albright 

northwoodsanglican@gmail.com 

715-420-0066 (church); 262-309-3880 (cell);  

715-420-0672 (home).   

mailto:northwoodsanglican@gmail.com


2 
 

comfortable doing the right thing, it may be awkward, or not in our DNA. It might mean putting 

ourselves in a position where we don’t feel safe. When I talk about things like this, I think of the 

scriptures that tell of Jesus eating with tax collectors and criminals. The point of the text is to 

convey that every person, even tax collectors and criminals, deserves and benefits from respect 

and positive attention.  

      Our fears, generated from our own experiences, from lessons handed down from our parents 

and grandparents, or perhaps from watching movies, may often stop us from doing the right 

thing for people.  

     I do always try to do the right thing for others; however, I am not always as positive as I 

would like to be. I generally don’t make New Year’s resolutions, because I tell myself, “If I 

need to change myself, then why wait until January 1? Why not begin the change the moment I 

realize I need to make a change?” 

     So, I will not make a resolution just for the New Year, but a lasting resolution to strive to be 

like Jesus more and more every day.  

     We may never reach the end of our journey to be like Jesus, but along the way, as we follow 

His path, our journey itself will allow us to benefit so many others, as well as ourselves.  

Faithfully, 

Meredyth+ 

Epiph-a-tea 

     Mother Meredyth is offering something new during Epiphany this year: an “Epiph-a-tea.”  

     This is not just a St. Augustine’s “thing,” there are some folks from other churches helping to 

plan the event. A “High Tea,” or “Almost High Tea,” will be celebrated twice in January: on 

Tuesday, January 6, the actual day of Epiphany; and again, on Saturday, January 10, both at 2 

p.m. As its name suggests, the event will be a tea party featuring traditional and not-so-traditional 
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tea foods, as well as tea, of course. Interspersed with the tea will be a program which will focus 

on gifts, just as the three kings brought gifts to Baby Jesus on January 6, we all possess precious 

gifts, too.  

      The Epiph-a-tea is open to the greater community to attend. Attendance is limited, and 

reservations are required. There is no charge, but a free-will offering will be collected to offset 

the costs associated with the event.  

      Plan to attend and enjoy an afternoon of tea, fun and learning about gifts. The Epiph-a-tea 

offers an opportunity to recharge yourself and to reflect on the meaning behind the seasonal 

celebration.  

      A sign-up sheet is in the guild hall, or you can RSVP by emailing 

staugevents1892@gmail.com. Deadline to register is Jan. 2. 

 

Computer needed 

     The computer we use for Zooming our services, appears to be on its last breaths. If you are 

getting a new computer at home, or have one sitting around that is not being used, please 

consider donating it to the church. If you can help, please let Mother Meredyth or Brandi know.  

 

NATH Anniversary Celebration 

     The 15th anniversary fundraising celebration of NATH (Northwoods Association for 

Transition Housing), which operates Frederick Place, will be held on Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026.  

     St. Augustine’s has supported NATH and Frederick Place from its beginning. Our church 

provided the downpayment for purchasing the actual Frederick Place house. We also have 

sponsored the men’s dormitory by painting it and updating furnishings or accessories as needed.  
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     St. Augustine’s traditionally reserves a table at the fundraising event. The tables are 

set for eight people. Our table has three spaces still available. If you would like to attend, 

please let Mother Meredyth know. Tickets are $75 per person or $140 for two. The ticket price 

includes dinner. There are also several raffle opportunities. 

 

Epiphany Open House at the Rectory 

     The Epiphany Open House at the Rectory will be Sunday, Jan. 25. Following the church 

service, head over to the rectory for coffee hour.  

 

Shrove Tuesday on Sunday 

    In recent years, St. Augustine’s has had a practice of having a Shrove Tuesday pancake 

breakfast on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. This year, that would be Feb. 15. If you are 

interested in helping with the breakfast, please let Mother Meredyth or Brandi know.  

 

ZOOM LINK 

To connect to 9 a.m. Sunday services through video: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87650467135?pwd=lCW4wr0z4JjpCyf2yrsi46cfXZcHbH.1  

To connect by telephone: 312-626-6799  

Meeting ID: 876 5046 7135 

Passcode: 354817 

Office Hours 

   The Administrative Office is generally open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.   

    Mother Meredyth’s office is generally open Monday through Thursday.  If you are planning to stop in 

to see her, please call first to make sure she is available. 
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