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Hello St. Augustine’s family;

I hope you are finding the exercise about selecting five people to be with you on a

deserted island for the rest of your life enlightening, insightful and exhilarating.

It may be a bit challenging, but [ would wager to guess that you’re having fun. Plus,
this may be prompting you to think differently. I have heard from a few folks that they
enjoyed conversations as they decided on their five. More than one person told me they
didn’t think they could name five people from the Bible, let alone five with whom they’d

want to be on a deserted 1sland.

I am anxious to see who people select as their companions; and reading the “whys”

should also be interesting.

The folks I selected, with only a minute or so to think, were Ruth, the Woman at the
Well, John the Baptist, Peter and Elizabeth. I have wondered if I had been given more

time, if [ would have selected others. The answer is yes - if  had 10 choices.

My plan is to evaluate the responses and then tally the choices. During the “ordinary”
time in the church year, I plan to use the information gleaned as sermon points when the

names come up in the scripture readings.
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Ordinary time means the six months of the church year when we are celebrating or
observing extra special events such as the birth and death of Christ and everything in

between.

All days are special, and all days are ordinary. The ordinary days are those when we

use the energy and motivation from the special days to live life as Jesus would, fulfilling

the word of God.

This summer, by identifying those we’d want to spend time with, we might just find

some new specialness in ordinary days.

Faithfully,

Meredyth+

Same-gender marriage conversations

Discussions about same-gender marriages will be held each Sunday beginning June
29, through August 3. Discussions will begin about 10:30 in the lower-level meeting

room.

Bishop Matt will be at St. Augustine’s on August 10, and will be available for

conversation about the topic.

The topic of same-gender marriage has been active in the Episcopal Church for more
than a decade. In 2015, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church voted to allow

and support same-gender marriage in the church. Part of the vote was that bishops could



allow each parish within the diocese to make its own decision about whether or not same-

gender marriage ceremonies would take place in that particular church.

The process for determining that is to hold a series of education session, and then after
gathering information from church members, the vestry votes on whether or not same-

gender marriages would take place in that church.

St. Augustine’s has not yet gone through that process. This is the process we are

beginning, following a curriculum developed by Bishop Matt.

ECW News

There is no July ECW meeting, but we will have Women’s night out on July 30™ at
5:30 at Crimson Curry. Watch for the sign-up sheet in the guild hall.

On August 10, ECW will host coffee hour for the Bishop’s visitation. No sign-up

sheet (shocking!) just bring whatever you feel like making.

Next ECW meeting will be on August 11 at noon. We will have either a potluck or

leftovers from coffee hour.

On September 6 we will host the Farmer’s Market craft and bake sale. Watch for a

sign-up sheet later in the summer.

If you would like to order a St. Augustine’s sweatshirt or t-shirt, watch for a sign-up

sheet in the guild hall.

We have the opportunity again to make scarves for the Christmas at Sea for the
Seamen's institute. More info and patterns are on their website - Patterns &

Publications - Seamen's Church Institute . Mother Meredyth and our convention

delegates will take them to diocesan convention in October.


https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
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Mother Meredyth’s July Schedule

Mother Meredyth will be on vacation Monday, July 21 through Friday, July 25.

Canon Scott to visit July 27

Canon Scott Leannah will visit on Sunday, July 27. He will preach and participate

in the service.

As the Diocese of Fond du Lac, we did not have a Canon to the Ordinary. As the
Diocese of Wisconsin, we now do. A Canon to the Ordinary is another link to the Bishop.
As a member of the Bishop’s staff, he has contact with churches and helps them in ways

he is able.

Bishop Matt to visit August 10

Bishop Matt Gunter, Bishop of the Diocese of Wisconsin, will visit St. Augustine’s
on Sunday, August 10. He will preach, celebrate mass, join us during coffee hour and
perhaps meet with the vestry. During his visitation he will confirm or receive new

members. If you would like to be confirmed or received, please let Mother Meredyth know.

Scarves for Mariners

We have the opportunity again to make scarves for the Christmas at Sea for the

Seamen’s institute. More info and patterns are on their website — Patterns & Publications

— Seamen’s Church Institute. Mother Meredyth and our convention delegates will take

them to diocesan convention in October.


https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/

Episcopal 101

Want to know more about the Episcopal Church and why we do what we do? Join our
“Welcome to the Episcopal Church” class, which meets at 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays, in the
Guild Hall.

NEW ZOOM LINK

We have a new Zoom link, that will hopefully work for everyone.
To connect through video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/;/87650467135?7pwd=1CW4wr0z4JipCyf2vyrsi46¢cfXZcHbH.1

To connect by telephone: 312 626 6799

Meeting ID: 876 5046 7135
Passcode: 354817

Office Hours
Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Mother Meredyth is generally in the office during the office hours, on Monday, and as
well as additional times. If you are planning to stop in to see her, please call first to make

sure she is available.
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