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Dear St. Augustine’s family;

I am still on a “high” from the events of Holy Week. I’m referring to the excitement that builds on

Easter, but also to the changes that happen within us during Holy Week.

| attended a service on Easter Monday led by a clergy person of a different denomination when the

preacher stressed that now Jesus is with us. There are no questions.

The stressing of is, is so important because Jesus is with us at this time. He has risen. We are

currently not waiting for him, as we do much of the year, after he ascends to be with God.

Yet, in a sense we are always waiting for him, and at the same time, he is always with us.

When I was a child, our meal time prayer was “Come, Lord Jesus, Be Our Guest...

What a wonderful invitation, “Be our Guest.” We are inviting Jesus into our lives; in this prayer’s

case, it is to share our meal, and to bless us.
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Jesus gave us our first “shared” supper, or Eucharist, and from that point forward he has been with us

every time we go to the table (altar) to receive communion.

Since Jesus is with us, we should continue the practice of inviting him into our lives more often. He
is always here, but sometimes we forget to acknowledge it, or to listen when he speaks to us through

God.

Elsewnhere in this newsletter, there is an item about ACES (Area Churches providing Emergency
Support) Sunday on May 18. The article will explain ACES and why it needs support. | am the current
president of ACES, and | can attest to the great need. This is a scenario where | believe Jesus is inviting
us into his life, his mission field, to help others, who need our support. I ask that you think about how

you can support ACES so we can support others in our community.

Faithfully,
Wenedytti+
ECW updates

ECW will meet at noon on Monday, May 12. This is a potluck meal; everyone is asked to bring a

dish to pass. All women of the church are invited to attend.

Churchyard clean-up

This is only May, but please mark your calendars for Sunday, June 8. After the service that day, we
will clean-up the yard and outside of the church, do touch-ups to paint, etc. This will be from 11 a.m. to

2p.m.



A main course will be provided, and you are asked to provide a dish to share. We will have the food
out so folks can eat before, during or after working outside. In the event or rain, (or snow), we will

clean-up the following Sunday. There will be something for folks from almost every ability level to do.

Same Sex Marriage

The Episcopal Church allows same sex marriages to be celebrated in the church. In our diocese,
however, each parish has the choice as to whether or not a same sex marriage will be officiated in that

church. St. Augustine’s has not taken any action on the topic.
The vestry will make the final decision, but wants input from parishioners before voting.

We will hold a series of six sessions to discuss the topic, beginning Sunday, June 15. We will follow a
study guide that was developed by Bishop Matt Gunter, when we were the Diocese of Fond du Lac. The
study guide will be available closer to the first session. The discussions will begin at approximately

10:30 a.m.

If you have any questions, please talk with me, or Sr. Warden, Jeff Hess.

ACES SUNDAY: May 18

Area Churches providing Emergency Support, has been operational in Rhinelander for more than a
decade. The organization helps people with emergent needs such as housing, paying a utility bill before

shut-off, a car repair so the owner can get to work, diapers, etc.

ACES does not pay the full amount on rent, but will pay a portion of it.



Initially, area churches helped fund ACES, and still do, but the amount of financial support is not enough.
ACES has also been the organization which would distribute Salvation Army money for rental and utility
assistance. Salvation Army has seen a significant decline in its resources, and as a result has not been able to
provide funding to ACES for housing and utility assistance. As a result, ACES has been unable to help people

with those needs.

Learning all of this, the Rhinelander Ministerial Association is coordinating ACES Sunday on May 18. The
concept is that each church will collect a special offering to help ACES. At St. Augustine’s, envelopes will be

provided on Sunday May 18, as well as the week before on May 11.

In spite of not having funds to help with housing and utilities, ACES did help 94 individuals in the first quarter
of this year. Assistance ranged from diapers, to car repairs, to vouchers from Goodwill and the Nativity Thrift

Shop, to emergency food assistance.

In Full Disclosure: Mother Meredyth currently serves as president of ACES.

SUNDAY : Worship 9 a.m.
The Meeting ID: 812 8610 0297. Passcode: 94205

To connect through video:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/84626513503?pwd=TTVoVWXmbEXJMGZVUNhCYWNCSnhxQT09

To connect by telephone:1-312-626-6799.

Office Hours

Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Mother Meredyth is in the office during the office hours, on Monday, as well as additional times. If you

are planning to stop in to see her, please call first to make sure she is available.
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