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     Dear St. Augustine family members,  

     Are you ready for part 2 of the History Lesson about the Episcopal Church? If you are reading this while you 

wait for the July 5 service to begin, you may want to commit some of these tidbits to memory. Knowing them 

may be beneficial to you during our celebration gathering after worship. 

    The Episcopal Church in the United States was established primarily by folks who had been Anglican – 

members of the Church of England.  

    A condition of Samuel Seabury being consecrated bishop in Scotland, was that the American prayer book 

should be styled in the image of the Scottish Prayer Book.  

     So it was, but the prayer book had many starts and stops; the format for the one we currently use, and the one 

considered the real first BCP, was developed by Thomas Cramner. The book was finalized in 1549. 

    Cranmer was the most influential religious leader of the English Reformation and instrumental in producing 

the second most widely read English religious book after the King James Bible, that would be the Book of 

Common Prayer. 

     Cranmer was one of the most complex leaders in all of church history; his influence spanned the reigns of 

three monarchs: Henry VIII, Edward VI, and Mary I.  

     Henry VIII called on Cranmer in 1533 to return to England and become the new Archbishop of Canterbury.  

     Conflict among the royalty seemed ever-present and Cranmer got caught in the middle of it. Queen “Bloody” 

Mary, tried Cranmer for treason. After a long trial and imprisonment, Mary’s regime forced Cranmer to pro-

claim to the public his error in supporting Protestantism, an act designed to discourage followers of the religion. 

In March 1554, Cranmer defended his religious views against a delegation appointed by the Queen. 

     In an interesting turn of events, Cranmer recanted his Protestantism in private. However, on March 21, 1556, 

Cranmer was to do the same in public, which he refused to do, and he was burned at the stake as a heretic on the 

same day.  

                 (continued...) 

Mother Meredyth’s Message 



      
     The current Book of Common Prayer was adopted in 1979, but has been reprinted, the last time being 

2016. There have been no new versions of prayer books, but supplemental books have been approved.  

     Talk is always rampant about developing a new version of the prayerbook. But insiders say, because of 

so much conflict over suggested changes, that there may not be a new book, just additional supplements.  

 

Faithfully, 

Meredyth+ 

 

 

 

Deserted Island friends schedule 

     Here is the schedule for discussion of the biblical figures people indicated they would like to be stranded 

with on a deserted island.  

          July 5: no class      July 12: David    July 19:  the Good Samaritan         July 26: Martha 

         August 2: the Prodigal Son’s Brother       August 9: Zacchaeus 

 
 

 
ECW events 

    The next ECW potluck will be at noon on Monday, July 20.  Please bring a dish to pass. A speaker from 

Tri-County will be present to tell us about the current “Change that Matters,” campaign.  

    In August, there will be a Ladies’ Night (afternoon) Out held at Nut-Zee’s. More info and a sign-up sheet 

coming.  

      The bake sale at the Farmer’s Market will be September 12. 

 
 

Roof project/fundraising 

     About two weeks ago, you received a letter at church asking you to consider making a donation to the 

roof fund. We need to replace the flat portion of the roof on the church at an estimated cost of $30,000. The 

vestry members decided to ask church members to consider giving toward the cost, rather than take from 

our investments.  

     The pledge card asks you to pledge an amount you determine and then indicate how you will pay that 

between now and the end of the year. You may make a one-time donation, a weekly or monthly donation. 

Please return your pledge card on or before Sunday, July 19. 

     We thank you for your consideration and support.  

Church Chatter 



 

 

      We pray for Mary, Frosty, Kathie, Deb, Jake, Bob, Kenny and family, Mitch, Mona, Stu, 
Heidi, Julie and Gary, Marge, Sandy, Mike and family, Tom and family, Doreen, Bob and 
Joan, Chris, Michelle, John, Cassie, Diane and the concerns of all members of our parish.  

    We pray also for those who are affected by any tragedy or misfortune.  Bless those who 
pray for us, and those whose needs are known only to you. We pray for peace and understand-
ing throughout the world.     

Prayer List 

 

 

                    Greeter        Altar Server         Reader 1   Reader2   PoP        Chalice         Coffee Hr       

Today      Schoones Fred  Diane    Barb    Ivy                Judy   250th Celebration 

 

7/12      Shelly Judy  Donna G.           Ivy   Barb             Diane    

   

7/19      Donna P.        Jake Q.             Judy                     Barb                  Diane           Donna P.       Gail 

      

7/26      Schoones Judy  Donna G.           Barb   Ivy                Diane             Debbie 

Sunday Service Schedule 

Notes about July schedule 

*  Mother Meredyth will be on vacation July 13 through 16. She will join friends in visiting Duluth, and       

Minnesota’s North Shore.  

*  Cannon Scott Leannah will visit us – celebrating and preaching on Sunday, July 19. (Mother Meredyth is   

happy because she won’t need to prepare a sermon while she is on vacation.) 

*  The Guild Hall has been reserved by a local family on Friday, July 17, for a memorial gathering. The space 

will be occupied between 1:30 and 6 p.m., including setup and clean-up. 

*  Olive Smith’s funeral will be held on Saturday, July 25, in the morning; time to be determined. A luncheon 

will follow in the Guild Hall. It is expected that there will be a fair amount of people attending, so you 

may be asked to help with set-up, help during the church service, assist serving the meal, help clean-up, 

attend the elevator, etc.  

How to help 

*  There is a basket at the back of church to receive donations of for the Personal Essentials Pantry at the First 

United Methodist Church. Any personal care items are accepted. Not accepted are items taken by mouth 

such as over-the-counter pain medication, allergy medication, etc.  

*  A second basket at the back of the church is for the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry. Any non-perishable 

food items are welcome. A smaller basket inside the larger basket is for financial donations. Receiving 

cash helps the food pantry purchase food that is needed. 

 


