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     Dear St. Augustine’s family members, 

     I’ve decided it’s time for a bit of a history lesson. As the country celebrates its 250th birthday, it is interesting 

to note the role of the Episcopal Church in its formation.  

     The Episcopal Church is the U.S. version of the Church of England, the root of the Anglican Communion.  

      I’m going to skip most of the Roman-related history and mention that the creation of the Church of England 

followed the Reformation. King Henry VIII criticized some of the writings of Martin Luther, which won him 

favor with the pope. The Church in England subsequently split from the Roman Church following a political 

disagreement between King Henry and the pope. The issue was that the church in England would have King 

Henry, rather than the pope, as its final authority. As one would expect, that did not go over well with the     

Vatican, leading to the formation of the Church of England. The differences weren’t that great in areas of   

structure, practices and teaching. Bishops were still overseers of the church, but now they were named by the 

king, rather than the pope. The Church of England had its own common Prayer Book and worship, patterned by 

the people. 

     This reformed catholic church was then brought to North America by colonists. The first documented      

connection was through Sir Francis Drake, who landed at the San Franciso Bay in 1579, where his chaplain 

conducted a service using the Prayer Book.  

     The organization of our church in the colonies began on the east coast. The first attempt was in what is now 

North Carolina, but that dissolved. Before that happened, however, Virginia Dare became the first child       

baptized in this country. 

    States in what we now call New England, were settled by dissenters from the England, who left there partial-

ly because they disagreed with the government’s control over the church.  

     A lot of political conflicts and altercations happened as our country was settled. Focus of many was on the 

formation of their church. Clergy in Connecticut chose Samuel Seabury to go to England to be consecrated as a 

bishop. His trip to London, in 1784, was foiled because he was opposed to taking the oath of loyalty to the king. 

So, he went to Scottland, where the Presbyterian Church had been established, after separating from the Roman 

Church.  

Mother Meredyth’s Message 



      

While in Scotland, Seabury was consecrated bishop, but the Scottish Bishop insisted that Seabury do all in 

his power to shape the American Prayer Book to mirror that of the Presbyterians; and to use invocation of 

the Holy Spirit in Eucharistic prayer. 

    That’s the end of today’s history lesson. I may discuss additional history in future bulletins.   

 

Faithfully, 

Meredyth + 

 

 

 

Celebrate! 

     In connection to with our country’s celebration of its 250th birthday on July 4, and our church’s role in 

its formation, we, at St. Augustine’s, will celebrate on July 5. We will have a picnic-style lunch during   

fellowship time. Barb Hagen has written a delightful skit about the relationship between the church and the 

establishment of the country. 

     ECW will provide roasted chicken and beverages. There is a signup sheet in the Guild Hall. You may 

sign up to bring a dish if you are able. 

 

Deserted Island friends schedule 

     Here is the schedule for discussion of the biblical figures people indicated they would like to be stranded 

with on a deserted island.  

    June 21: Jonah       June 28: Job  July 5: no class      July 12: David    July 19:  the Good Samaritan 

 

 

 

ECW potluck July 20 

 
      The next ECW potluck will be held on Monday, July 20.  Please bring a dish to pass. A speaker from  

Tri-County will be present to tell us about the current “Change that Matters,” campaign.  

      In August, there will be a Ladies’ Night (afternoon) Out held at Nutzy’s. More info coming.  The bake 

sale at the Farmer’s Market will be Sept. 12. 

Church Chatter 



 

 

      We pray for Olive, Mary, Frosty, Kathie, Deb, Jake, Bob, Kenny and family, Mitch, Mona, 
Dory, Stu, Heidi, Julie and Gary, Marge, Sandy, Mike and family, and the concerns of all    
members of our parish.  

    We pray also for those who are affected by any tragedy or misfortune.  Bless those who 
pray for us, and those whose needs are known only to you. We pray for peace and understand-
ing throughout the world.     

Prayer List 

 

 

                    Greeter        Altar Server         Reader 1   Reader2   PoP        Chalice         Coffee Hr       

Today         Barb Judy  Diane    Ivy    Diane          Donna P.       Windorffs 

 

6/28         Shelly Jake Q.  Donna G.   Diane      Ivy         Judy 

 
7/5         Schoones Fred  Diane      Barb    Ivy        Judy    250th Celebration    
 
7/12         Shelly Judy  Donna G.           Ivy   Barb            Diane      
 

7/19         Donna P.     Jake Q.             Judy                     Barb                  Diane          Donna P. 

Sunday Service Schedule 

Message from your Senior Warden                                                                                           

     Dear fellow members of St. Augustine’s, 

     As your senior warden, I have been involved in some preliminary work to determine if it is feasible for St. Augustine’s to 

offer a church-based laundry facility to homeless people. If that goes well, we may consider offering showers for the home-

less to use.  

    The preliminary work has included retaining the services of an engineering company to do an assessment of our building, 

and develop two project design choices. The cost of that was $2,300. We received a grant from the diocese in the amount of 

$2,000 and a donation of $300 to cover that cost.  

     The area designated is the space in the room on the north end of the lower level of the building. 

     As we work to gather enough information for the vestry to make a decision on whether we should proceed, Mother 

Meredyth and I have, and will, visit with leadership teams of some of the churches in the community to share basic infor-

mation about the project.  We are doing this to garner support and, hopefully, volunteers. 

     A strong volunteer base is going to be needed for this project to become a reality. We know that St. Augustine’s does not 

have the human power to staff this project two or three times a week. That is why we are reaching out to other churches.  

    I will be speaking about this during announcement in the near future. I am going to be out of town the next two Sundays, 

which is why I am writing this letter. I want you to be aware of what we have been discussing and working on.   

Thank you for your time and support. 

Jeff Hess, Senior Warden 


