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Hello St. Augustine’s family;

I have been told that St. Augustine’s is the source of envy for some of the area churches. Why?

Because we do so much and have a small congregation.

That comment makes me smile, but also feel sad. I’'m pleased that our impact in the community is
strong, but also sad that members of other churches don’t see the value of their own faith communities.
St. Augustine’s is one of the smaller congregations in town and is able to continue a feeding program for
30 years, gather together to host a fundraiser for a member, provide monthly support at the food pantry,
honor veterans, and support efforts for the homeless, mentally ill and threatened people in the
community. And then there are the social and educational opportunities. Some churches don’t even have

coffee hours. Can you imagine?

Coffee hour is where we build relationships as our church family; it’s where we get to know each
other better, understand each other better, and learn our common interests. These common interests, gifts

and passions are what let us blend together and help others.

Whenever I hear statements like this, I feel very proud of the fact that our members are doing exactly
what we’re supposed to do — walk in Jesus’ footsteps. Jesus has big feet—but we don’t have to fill that
whole footprint. If we are even able to step into a space the size of Jesus little toe, we are doing what

God asks.

In this season of giving thanks, I am so thankful for each of you; for what you do on your own, and

what you do together to fill a space in Jesus’ footprint.
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Wishing you a happy thanksgiving and a blessed Advent.
Faithfully,
Meredyth+
Same sex marriage

Your vestry voted 6-2 that same-sex marriages can be held at St. Augustine’s. The vote took place at

the vestry’s Oct. 7 meeting.

The vote followed several months of discussion on the topic. The discussions included seven

classes/conversations in June, July and August, and parish-wide meeting in September.

The Episcopal Church, as a whole, has allowed same sex marriages for a decade. Under the action
taken at general convention at that time, each bishop could decide how to implement it in their diocese.
Bishop Matt Gunter, then bishop of the former Diocese of Fond du Lac, and current bishop of The
Diocese of Wisconsin, decided that each parish could decide if same sex marriages would be held in its

church.
He provided a curriculum that could be followed, which is what we did this summer.

Same sex marriages will follow the same process as heterosexual marriages. At least one from the
couple needs to be a member of the church, or one from the couple must have a relative who is a
member of St. Augustine’s. Together, the couple must also complete pre-marriage counseling and

comply with other guidelines of the church.

The vote also allows for the parish priest to conduct the marriage ceremony; if the priest does not

agree, they need to find another priest to officiate the service at St. Augustine’s.

If you have any questions, contact Mother Meredyth or any vestry member.

Veterans’ Dinner, November 7
St. Augustine’s veterans’ dinner is fast approaching. It will be held Friday, Nov. 7.

The deadline to sign up to attend the event is Nov. 1. If you’d like to help, please check out the sign
up sheets in the Guild Hall, to see how you might be able to help.
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If you want to include veterans’ names for the roll call, please add to the list in the Guild Hall. The
dinner with program begins at 5:30 p.m. Tammy Javenkoski, Oneida County Veteran’s Service Officer

will be the speaker.

You can also email veterans’ names or your RSVP to staugvetdinner@gmail.com.

Please RSVP and send names by November 1.
To view last year’s program — click the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQ70bdn o

All Saints, All Souls Days
We will observe All Saints and All Souls Days on Sunday, Nov. 2.
The three days of Oct. 31, Nov. 1 and Nov. 2 are considered a triduum, remembering the dead, and

dates to 1048. There is a list of names from last year of individuals whose names parishioners wanted

recognize. Please check the list and update it accordingly.

Ecumenical Music Festival

An afternoon of enjoyable music is planned for Sunday, Nov. 9, when the Ecumenical Music Fest

will be held at Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church.

The concert features music by 10 area groups and individuals. There is no charge to attend, but a free
will donation will be accepted. There will also be a bake sale, free will donation; and a chili supper, also

a free will donation, will be held following the concert.

Proceeds from the event will be divided between ACES (Area Churches providing Emergency
Support), NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentally I11) and Tri-County Council on Domestic Violence.

This year, GBU Insurance, has offered a matching grant for up to $4,500.

Bakers are needed for the bake sale. Please sign up in the Guild Hall, if you can help.
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Thanksgiving Eve service

The community Thanksgiving Eve service will be held at Nativity of Our Lord Wednesday, Nov. 26
at 7 p.m. There will be a community choir of anyone interested in singing. The group will meet prior to

the service, at 6 p.m. to rehearse.

Clergy (including Mother Meredyth) from area churches will participate in the service. The service

will not include communion.

ECW upcoming events

The next ECW meeting is November 10 in the Guild Hall. We will meet at 11:00 to fold St.
Augustine’s note cards in preparation for the craft sale and then enjoy a wonderful potluck at noon with

a lively meeting to follow.

Christmas is coming! Join us December 6 for the craft and bake sale in the Guild Hall. This will be
a great opportunity to purchase some Christmas gifts (we still have cookbooks left, too). Funds raised

help provide for needs in our community.

Pictured in the photo above is part of the crew that worked at our Bake Sale booth at the Hodag

Farmers’ Market in September.



Upcoming Events

Friday, November 7 — Veterans’ Dinner: 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 8 — Diocesan Northwoods Regional Gather: training on discipleship and
formation. Time and location to be determined.

Wednesday, November 26 —Thanksgiving Eve Community Service: 7 p.m., Nativity of Our Lord
Catholic Church.

Thursday, December 18 — Blue Christmas Service: 6:30 p.m., First United Methodist Church.
Saturday, December 20 — Holiday Light Tour: 5 p.m., followed by Soup Supper.

Sunday, December 21 — Greening of the Church: following mass.

Wednesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve Service: Hymn Sing at 6:30 p.m. followed by
Christmas Mass at 7 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 — Christmas Day Mass: 9 a.m.

Z0OOM LINK

To connect to 9 a.m. Sunday services through video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/i/876504671357pwd=1CW4wr0z4JipCyf2yrsi46¢fXZcHbH. 1

To connect by telephone: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 876 5046 7135

Passcode: 354817

Office Hours
Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Mother Meredyth is generally in the office during the office hours, on Mondays, and additional times.

If you are planning to stop in to see her, please call first to make sure she is available.
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