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October, 2025

Hello, St. Augustine’s family;

I was complaining to someone, who happens to be a practicing Roman Catholic, about the lack of
bulletins at funerals. Whenever I attend a funeral at a Catholic Church, I am lost. There is no bulletin.
There is the missal (which is similar to our Book of Common Prayer) but, it does not have a funeral service
listed. There is the regular Eucharist service, but in-person experience has taught me that there are

variations in that service for funerals. The individual said, “well, everyone knows the service.” Not me.
It causes me great frustration.

I bring this up because there is an on-going discussion in the Episcopal Church about should we use
the Prayer Book for services, or print the entire service in the weekly bulletin, or have a permanent booklet
that has the service in it, or do it like we do with an outline and page numbers for the service listed in the
bulletin. The reason for printing the service weekly in the bulletin, or having a separate booklet is that

some people consider the Prayer Book cumbersome, confusing and unfriendly.

We want our services to be welcoming, and if you are unable to figure out what is going on, that is not

a comfortable service.
Those who advocate for the Prayer Book believe that if you don’t use it, you won’t know what’s in it.

There is a lot to the Prayer Book—mnot just the services we use—but services in Rite I and II; services
referred to as The Daily Office which include Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Noonday Prayer and

Compline; special service outlines for baptism, confirmation, marriage and death; And then there are the
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prayers ... You can also find information about what scripture readings are recommended for each day,

based on the lectionary, and there is a section on the history of the Prayer Book and on the services.

Yes, there is a lot of additional information that can be interesting, but more importantly helpful in
developing and supporting your spiritual life. We are not engaged in a discussion about that right now,

but a couple of folks have asked, so I thought I’d share the thoughts that exist.
I am interested in your thoughts; please let me know how you like to see the order of service.
Blessings,

Meredyth+

Pet Blessing, October 4

Bring your cats, dogs and other easily transported pets to the pet blessing on Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10
a.m. We will gather outdoors near the columbarium. If the weather is non-cooperative we will move into

the Guild Hall.

There will be treats for the pets, and for their owners. The pet blessing is a popular event to be held

at churches in early October, in recognition of St. Francis of Assisi.

Veteran’s Dinner, November 7

Plans are underway for the Veteran’s Dinner which will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 7. The
meal will be a fish fry, with fish caught and prepared by our members. The meal is free to veterans and
their families. Free will donations, however, will be accepted with those proceeds going to support local

initiatives for veterans.
The speaker that evening will be Oneida County Veteran’s Service Officer, Tammy Javenkoski.

A dinner for veterans in the community is a tradition that was begun in the early 2000s. It took a

hiatus for a few years, and was brought back last year.

If you are interested in attending, please sign up on the sheet in the Guild Hall.



Volunteers are also needed for set up, food preparation, serving and clean up. There is a sign-up sheet

for that as well.

Our next planning meeting will be at approximately 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 7. All are welcome

to help plan this year’s dinner.

All Saints, All Souls Days

Given that All Saints Day falls on a Saturday, and All Souls Day on Sunday, we will celebrate both
on Sunday. In mid-October, the list of names we have read in the past will be available for you to

update. On that day we will pray for all people.

The three days of Oct. 31, Nov. 1 and Nov. 2 are considered a triduum, remembering the dead, dating

back to 1048.

Upcoming Events

e Oct. 4 — Pet Blessing: 10 a.m.; outside Guild Hall area.

e Nov. 7— Veterans Dinner: 5:30 p.m.

e Nov. 8 — Diocesan Northwoods Regional Gather: training on discipleship and formation. Time
and location to be determined.

e Nov. 9 —Ecumenical Music Fest: 2 p.m.; Nativity of our Lord Catholic Church.

e Nov. 26 - Thanksgiving Eve Community Service: 7 p.m.; Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church.

e Thursday, Dec. 18 - Blue Christmas Service: 6:30 p.m.; First United Methodist Church.

e Saturday, Dec. 20 - Holiday Light Tour: 5 p.m.; followed by Soup Supper.

e Dec. 21 - Greening of the Church: following mass.

e Wednesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Service: Hymn Sing at 6:30 followed by Christmas Mass at
7 p.m.

e Thursday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass: 9 a.m.



ECW October meeting

ECW will meet for its monthly potluck and business meeting on Monday, Oct. 13 at noon. Discussion
will center around the Dec. 6 Holiday Craft and Bake Sale, which will be held at St. Augustine’s
Church.

Holiday Lights Collection

To help offset the cost of the bus for our annual Holiday Light tour, followed by a soup supper, we
will designate any loose money (not in an envelope) in the collection plate in September, October,

November and early December for that purpose.

Z0OOM LINK

To connect to 9 a.m. Sunday services through video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/876504671352pwd=1CW4wr0z4JipCy2yrsi4d6¢fXZcHbH.1

To connect by telephone: 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 876 5046 7135

Passcode: 354817

Office Hours
Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Mother Meredyth is generally in the office during the office hours, on Monday, and as well as additional

times. If you are planning to stop in to see her, please call first to make sure she is available.
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