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Hello St. Augustine’s family;

Sitting in church one day in August, one of our youngsters asked their mom if

“the Gospels were the gossip section of the Bible.”

How funny, and how true. The question gave me both a chuckle, and warmed
my heart. | enjoyed sharing that story over the next couple of days. In fact, my
niece and I tried to identify other sections of the Bible, to which we could attach
“clever titles.” We decided that one grouping should include the parts of the Bible
that are not generally in line with the teachings of Jesus. This group could be
considered as you would your high school yearbook: you’re so embarrassed that

you hide it under your bed!

I had never quite thought of the Bible as a book that could be categorized in
such a way, but of course it can be ... it’s about people, and people always have

their own stories and their own idiosyncrasies.

Are the gospels the gossip section of the Bible? They could be considered that.
The gospels are where we learn about people, hear stories and hear parables. The

four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, each contain their own stories, but
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also contain shared stories, told differently within each gospel. That reminds me a
bit of the game of telephone where a story is repeated several times and the last

time is usually very different than the original.
One of my favorite parables, “the woman at the well” is found only in John.

Of the other parables you may be familiar with, The Good Samaritan is found
only in Luke’s gospel; The Lost Sheep appear only in the gospels of Matthew and
Luke; the parable of The Mustard Seed is found in Matthew, Mark and Luke; the
parable of The Prodigal Son is told only in Luke; and the parable of Workers in the
Vineyard appears only in Matthew’s gospel.

The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are considered the “synoptic gospels,”
because of their similarity in perspective of Jesus. John has a different point of
view, so he is separated from the other three. The stories in the gospel of John are
considered metaphors, not parables. These include the story of Jesus caring for his
sheep. The metaphorical message here is that disciples and future followers needed
to follow his teaching, listen to his voice and tune out the corrupt voices which

seek to distract them.

Yes, the gospels really are, in a way, a gossip chain — sharing the words and

messages of Jesus.
Blessings,

Meredyth+



Same Sex Marriage Conversation

We will hold a parish conversation Sunday, Sept. 21 to discuss whether or not
same sex marriages should be offered at St. Augustine’s. Mother Meredyth will
briefly review of why we are going through this process and what the next steps
will be. There will be a time for general questions, followed by the opportunity to
visit with vestry members privately to share the viewpoints. Vestry members will

vote on this question at an upcoming meeting.

Fundraiser for Jake Quisenberry

St. Augustine’s will host a fundraiser for parishioner Jake Quisenberry, on

Friday, Sept. 26.

The fundraiser will center around a chicken pot pie meal, which will be

available for carryout any time after noon; or a dine-in option beginning at 5 p.m.

Watch for more information on how you can help, and details on the event.

Pet Blessing

A pet blessing event will be held on Saturday, Oct. 4, at 10 a.m. We will gather
outdoors near the columbarium. If the weather is non-cooperative we will move

into the Guild Hall.

There will be treats for the pets, and for their owners. The pet blessing is a
popular event to be held at churches in early October, in recognition of St. Francis
of Assisi. Dogs and cats, and other friendly pets are invited, but should be on a

leash, or in a carrying kennel.



Veteran’s Dinner - November 7
St. Augustine’s will host its veterans’ dinner on Friday, Nov. 7.

Our next planning meeting will be at approximately 10:30 a.m. on Sunday,

Sept. 7. All are welcome to help plan this year’s dinner.

ECW Events

ECW will hold one of its biggest fundraisers of the year on Saturday, Sept. 6,
when it hosts a bake sale at the Farmers’ Market at Pioneer Park. The market runs

from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Anyone may donate baked goods, and all are invited to shop! Baked goods may
be dropped off at church Friday, Sept. 5, from 1 to 4 p.m.; or bring them to the
park by 8 a.m. Saturday.

ECW Potluck

ECW will hold its monthly meeting at noon Monday, Sept. 15. It will be a
potluck. Discussion will include a recap of the bake sale, and plans for the future.

Mother Meredyth will also give a program on ‘“something” fun.

Scarves for Christmas at Sea

We are accepting scarves for the Seamen’s Church Institute until Sunday,
October 5. Our delegates to Diocesan Convention will take them to convention on
October 10. Both knit and crochet patterns are available in the guild hall. More

info and patterns are available on the website - Patterns & Publications - Seamen's

Church Institute.



https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/

Holiday Lights Collection

To help offset the cost of the bus for our annual Holiday Light tour, followed by
a soup supper, any loose money (not in an envelope) in the collection plate during

September, October, November and early December will be designated for that

purpose.

Z00M LINK
To connect to 9 a.m. Sunday services through video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/1/87650467135?2pwd=1CW4wr0z4J1pCy2yrsi4d6¢ctfXZcHb
H.1

To connect by telephone: 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 876 5046 7135

Passcode: 354817

Office Hours

Office hours are generally 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Mother Meredyth is generally in the office during the office hours, on Monday,
and as well as additional times. If you are planning to stop in to see her, please call

first to make sure she is available.
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